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SENATOR CHAMBERS: For coats and garments and whatever else they
wan= t o b e . . . t o be u se d f or ?

SENATOR RUFF: Y e s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: T h ank you. Members of t he Leg i slature, I
don't like h u nting, a lthough I can understand people taking
animals for food if they need it. I don't think any person wh o
calls himself o r herself a hunter would put a creature in a
small enclosure and take potshots at xt until t hat animal no
longer lives. To raise ani mals for the purposes determined
here, I think is inappropriate. If a sheep is r aised for the
wool, the wool can be taken without takrng the life. W ith these
animals, to ta k e th e fur, the life must be taken. And I know
there are some peop'e who feel that since human beings have been
given dominion o:er the unaverse, they can do anything they want
to w th anything that is here, use anything they please xn an y
way they cho ose or their own purposes. B ut sometimes nature
has a way of paying human beings back. I don't know w hat all
those w ay s are . Bu t the re is an order to the universe, or an
apparent order. T h ere is an apparent balance, an d wh en hum a n
beings step in and beg an to up set th a t balance, there are
repercussions, ome of which ar e neg ative, t o human beings,
pestzcides, he tak in g of oo m any trees from the forest, the
e rcs i o n of t h e ' ard, the sodbustzng and the othe r types of
things. I th ank there ought to be some respect...I won't use
t he t e r m " re ; e r e n c e " b ec au s e I d on ' t wo r s h i p animals , I don ' t
view them as I do h uman beings, but those creatures which are
helpless, a- compared to human beings, ought not be treated in a
c ruel, almost ba .baric fashion. Whe n we come to iss ues like
t hi s, we form .:alued judgments. B ecause of our background and
our experiences, w e ar rive at di fe rent conclusions a b out
things. Where money is involved, a lot of issues become blurred
and the mo st important consideration is how much money can be
obtained by doing a certain thing or refraining f rom i t . T o
raise these an imals, which I have seen on television described
a s ma)estic, t hey w a ll sh ow the s e va r ious p r o grams, W ild
Kingdom, The Discovery Channel on 31 in Omaha, which is a cable
channel, that gzves you some background into how t h ese an i mals
lave and how they fit into the ecological system. And then you
come to the human be'ng, w h ich is sup p osed to be th e o nly
rational or thanking animal on the face of the earth and perhaps
in the u n iverse, and yo u find a type of cruelty and needless
kr 'ing th a y ou don 't find any where e l s e xn the an im a l
un verse. It is n ot essential to the warmth and protection of
h uman beings to kali h ese an mals and tak e th ei r fu r . Th e

870


